XVIII INTERNATIONAL DOSTOEVSKY SYMPOSIUM
FEEDBACK FROM PARTICIPANTS

(in order of arrival)

Gentil de Faria (Brazil)

I really enjoyed the Symposium. Perfect organization, good distribution and grouping of themes, in
addition to the excellent location of the hotels, which allowed participants to walk, instead of using
some form of transport. Furthermore, the prices charged were very reasonable. Anyway, you deserve
our congratulations. On a scale of zero to ten, | would not hesitate to give the highest score to all the
activities promoted by you. Besides the excursion to Kyoto was a must.

All best

Jasmina Vojvodic (Croatia)

cnacu0o BaM OonbIioe 3a He3aObiBaeMyro BeTpedy! KoHdepeHius Obuia Ha BHICOKOM ypOBHE, BCE
uHGOPMAIMM MBI TOJyYald BOBpEMs, B TeueHHE KOoH(EpeHIMHM HaMm momoramm. Bce ObUIO
0e3yINpedyHo OpPraHW30BaHO M 3a ATO BaM s OYeHb OnaromapHa. OmbiT KoH(pepeHimu B Haroe s
MOMBITAIOCH MEPEHECTH AIBIIIE.

VY auu BaM B JanbHelei padote!

C yBakeHHEM U OJIar0IapHOCTHIO,

Kristian Feigelson (France)

I've arrived in Tokyo where I'll be working for the whole month at Todai University. | was meeting
Japanese colleagues in Nagoya just today, and we were all impressed by the excellent organization of
the symposium. | was also very pleased to take part, but also to be able to meet young colleagues who
had come to present their research work in Nagoya. Both in form and contents, this symposium, thanks
to all the hard work of your team, has been a success, bringing together researchers from all over the
world who share the same passions, despite a difficult time for Russian studies. Butalso a very specific
and interesting session with three Japanese writers inspired by Dostoyevsky too. Thank you again.

B (Japan)

2023 4E8 A, A HEMNEFERETITONAEBF A P =7 X3 -4k, HEZERETH
ZEBINARK (B ERIMEERER) 0V —X—v v 70T, NEMICIEFICL LD E G,
DORAND T A~AATE R WTZEHESHE L RoTz, V27 T4 FHS L S WEERRILD
LBk, v T, TYTOMRER —HICEKL, FAPZ7XF—2u v 7R Eico
WTHEBICHERZRD L2 2 LMo AR b TSN BEEAHKETCH 72, %
ANICDWTE 2, A EINERERF OBIRE - FAERKOBERE L BIGHICIZHO T35
BnThotz, a v TRMKOSIME DB EFE 2 A, [RFL LA =474 X
LW IFERLGTH oz, —SMFEL LT AERETIRL TFE o EHRIC D HEL B
L L B 7w, BERPRESRE Bt

Amy Ronner (USA)
I am so pleased that you reached out and asked for some comments on the XVIII IDS Nagoya
Symposium because | have wanted to send praise.



The Symposium was absolute perfection! It was magnificently organized from day one to the grand
finale. This was my fifth IDS Symposium and it was surely the best one ever. | want you to know
that | routinely speak at Russian/Slavic literature conferences all over the world. | am also a lawyer
and present papers at various legal conferences as well. | have never been at any conference that was
as well organized and exciting as the one you put together in Nagoya. | also want you to know that |
do not praise anything easily.

The materials before the conference were clear and informative. | knew exactly how to find the venue
and knew precisely when and where all of the presentations would be. When | arrived to register,
everyone was warm and welcoming. You made me feel like a family member who has just come
home. Also, the snacks and the coffee were plentiful and beautifully displayed. The final banquet
was also superb! | believe the XVIII IDS Nagoya Symposium will be remembered forever and you
proved that creating a symposium could rise to the level of an art form.

Thank you so much for giving me and my husband a magical experience.

Konstantin Barsht (Russia)

3aBepmIMBIIMICS HENENI0 Ha3aa KoHrpecc MexayHapomaHoro oomectBa Jl0CTOGBCKOTO - 3TO
BbIJIaIOLIEECs COOBITHE B MUPOBOI I'yMaHUTapHOU xku3HU. HayuHoe ero 3HaueHue, Kak U BCerza, ObLIo
Ha CaMOM BBICOKOM YpPOBHE (HIIOJIOTHYECKONH HAyKH, UTO K€ KacaeTcsl 3HAa4eHHsS OOIIeCTBEHHO-
FYMaHUTapHOTO, €ro IpPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO IepeoleHuTh. Ham mup coaporaercss OT BOHH U
MOMUTUYECKUX KOH(IMKTOB, U OTPOMHBI TYMAaHHUTAPHBIA Pecypc, KOTOPBIM SIBIISIETCS TBOPUECKOE
Hacnenue JloCTOeBCKOro, KIacCUKa MUPOBOI JIMTEPATYPbL, CETOAHS 00JIee, UeM aKTyaseH. 3allUTHUK
BCEX YHIDKCHHBIX M OCKOPOJNEHHBIX B 3TOM MHpe, CBOMM MMeHeM JloctoeBckuii coOpar B Haroe
YUCHBIX, MyOIUKYIOIUX TEKCThI IIUCATENsI, OCMBICIHBAIONINX, PA3BUBAIOIINX U HHTEPIPETUPYIOIIIX
€r0 HPaBCTBEHHYIO (hMIIOCO]HIO, Ienasi TeM caMbIM HaIll MUp JoOpee. Jpykeckue u HaydHBIE CBSI3H,
yYCTaHOBUBINIHMECS WIH IPOAOJIKEHHBIC HAa 3TOM (opyme Mex 1y yueHbsiMu u3 SAAnonun, CIIA, Bensruu,
Poccun, Kuras, WUtanuu u Opyrux crpaH CTaHOBSATCS YacTbiO OOLIEUEIOBEYECKOr0 €IMHEHHs Ha
OCHOBE HJI€aJIOB OpaTCKOM JIFOOBU M MCKPEHHETO B3aUMOIIOHMMAHHUS, KOTOPBIE YTBEPXKAAT PyCCKUIL
mucartenb. B 1emoM, TM4Ho U1t MeHsl, yaacTre B (JopyMe CTaIo HACTOSIINM CUacTheM. B cBsi3u ¢ 3THM
XOTEJIOCh OBl BRIPA3UTH INTyOOdaiilIyio OlarofapHOCTh YCTPOUTENSIM M CIIOHCOpaM KOH(EpEeHILUH,
nepcoHansHo mpod. Kamasma-can, mpod. Motumsyku-caH, mpod. Kaponx Amomtonno m BceM
coTpyaHHKaM oduca KoH(epeHIMH, co3zmaBmmM B Haroe atMmocdepy HacTosimero mnpasgHuKa
ryMaHuTapHoii Mpiciu. C ONarogapHOCTBIO XOUy TaKXKE YIOMSHYTh (DMHAHCOBYIO MOIICPIKKY
YYaCTHUKAM KOH(EpEHIMH, YTO 3HAYUTENBHO 00JIeTYNIIO0 MHOTHM BO3MOXKHOCTD y4acTHs opyme. B
3aKITIOYCHHE XO0Yy BBIPa3UTh OCOOYIO OJarogapHOCTh YCTPOUTENSIM KOH(PEPSHINH 3a YeCTh
BBICTYIIUTh C ITUICHAPHBIM JOKITAAO0M, ITO3BOJIMBIIMM BBECTH B MHPOBOW Hay4HBI 000pOT psin
nyonukarmii [TymkuHCKOTO A0Ma.

C yBakeHHEM U TiyOoyaiiieil 61aroqapHOCThIO, BaIl -

Satoe Nagata (Japan)
This was my first international conference, and almost my first time presenting at an academic
conference in the first place, and | now wonder how | could have participated in such a big conference



without looking over there.

Witnessing the heated discussions about Dostoevsky between a number of Russian scholars right in
front of me, and witnessing the difference in atmosphere and research methods between the West and
Russia, was the biggest culture shock I have ever experienced in my life.

I was able to have such an experience while in Japan, thanks to the fact that the IDS was held in
Nagoya. | would like to express my sincere appreciation to the professors and everyone involved in
the IDS operation.

Unfortunately, my language skills did not allow me to understand the contents of a few presentations
in-depth, but it was a really good opportunity for me to make acquaintances with Dostoevsky scholars
from Russia, North America, Korea, and China. | now have a clear idea of the challenges I will face
in my future research.

Thank you very much again.

Tamara Djermanovic (Spain)

The organization of our Symposium was so extraordinary -really perfect- that any word is poor to
express how grateful everybody of the participants might be.

My sincere gratitude to you, from the Orgcom, then to other professors and people from the
organization; also to the students who gave their invaluable support.

I’'m deeply impressed of how perfect was the organization and every moment of these five days that
we spent together, which I’ll always keep in my soul, like that moments of light which ‘could save
us’, like Dostoievsky said.

In the academic sense it was excellent, as well the Campus of the University and it’s rooms and halls;
of course, all the staff, the warmly receivings, the amability, hospitality and professionality in every
moment - THANK YOU; SPASIBO; ARIGATO

Robin Feuer Miller (USA)

Dear Colleagues and Friends in Nagoya,

This was without doubt the most beautifully organized conference | have ever attended. You made
each of us feel like an honored guest. The bag of conference souvenirs and programs was full of real
treasures. | am enjoying my coffee cup each morning, and | wish that | could read the essays in that
impressive volume you gave to us. | look forward to wearing out that hardy Dostoevsky canvas bag.

I was sorry to have to leave the conference after the first day--for unavoidable family reasons. But the
papers on the first day were impressive, and the welcome reception was beautiful.

The hotel (the Cypress) was well-located and extremely comfortable.

You have set a standard that will likely be impossible to match!

With enduring gratitude.

Pavel Fokin, Valentina Borisova, Sergey Shaulov, Olga Zolotko (Russia)

YBaxkaemble Ukyo Kamasima u Taryo Motumsyku!Hayunasie cotpyaauku ['ocyaapcTBeHHOTO My3es
HUCTOpUU poccuiickoil mutepatypsl uM. B.W. [lanst BwIpakatoT OTpOMHYIO IPU3HATENBHOCTD JUYHO
Bam u Bcem opranm3zaropam XVIII cumnozmyma MexmayHapomHoro obmecTtBa J[ocToeBcKoro B

Haroe. MbI BoCXHIIIEHBI T€M, KaK OH OBUI IIPOBECH, M MTOPAXKEHBI 10 TNTyOHHBI TYIIH CEpACYHBIM



OTHOIIIEHHEM BCEX SMOHCKUX KOJUler K ydacTHHKaM Cumrmosnyma. JIeHCTBHUTENBLHO, OH OKa3ajcCs
OUYCHb MHTEPECHBIM U TOJIe3HBIM. Harrte oOmenne 66110 Ype3BbIYaitHo IITyOoKHUM. Bee MeponpusTus
CummosnyMa TIpONUTA HA CaMOM BBICOKOM ypoBHe. OueHb IMO3HABAaTENbHOW ObLIa KyJIBTYpHAs
nporpaMma: 0COOCHHO BCTpeUa ¢ MOJIOIBIMHU SITIOHCKUMU MTUCATEIIIMHE U roe3/ika B Kuoto. Pabora Ha
HAy4YHBIX 3acefaHusx Obula 1mIogoTBopHOM. Crmacmbo 3a w3maHue cOOpHHKA Te3ncoB. B mieare,
KOHE€YHO, XOTCJIOCh 6])1 ITIO3HAKOMUTECS C IIOJHBIMHU TEKCTaMU BCEX NOKJIAAOB. BI/IZ[I/IMO, OHU 6yI[yT
omybnukoBanbl B kypHame «Dostoevsky Studiesy. Mbl  yKe TOOEIMINCh  «CHIBHBIMHU
BrieyatiaeHusMn» ot Cumrosuyma (3To cioBa JlocToeBCckoro) Ha caiite MOCKOBCKOTO Joma
Hocroesckoro: https://vk.com/domdostoevskogomoskva

C Bemmuaiimei nmpusHatenbHOCTRIO [laBen @okun, Banentinna bopucosa, Cepreit [llaymnos, Onbra
3010TBKO.

P.S. Huxe Tekct, pasmenieHHbIi Ha caiite  MockoBckoro oma Jloctoesckoro (otaena ' MUPIIN),
¥ HEKOTOpHBIe oTorpaduu.

Bongju Shin (South Korea)

I am really glad that | can give my feedback about this conference.

It was literally my first international conference since I've defended my Ph. D thesis in Korea in 2017
year.

First of all, I am sincerely grateful to the organizing committee for giving me financial assistance.
The hotel was very convenient and it's place was wonderful in that it was close both to the campus
and to the station.

From welcome party to farewell banquet, | could find how organizing committee has tried hard for
this conference, especially in light of the uncertainty we've gone through last two years. The mini
symposium as pre-event and the will to hold the main conference face to face were so impressive that
I've been really looking forward to this conference.

The program was also well prepared and there wasn't any confusion in participating sessions.

Every session was so fruitful and lively. Thank you for all the effort and consideration.

I am also looking forward to our next reunion.

Hang Yu (China)

For me, the symposium was great. Whether the layout of the venue, the organization of the conference,
the speech at the conference, or the cultural visit to Kyoto, it seems to me that it was well
organized. This conference at Nagoya University of Foreign Studies left me with very good memories.
Thank you for everything. Looking froward to our next reunion.

Liu Na (China)

Dear Organizing Committee of the 18™ Symposium of IDS!As a young scholar, this is the first time |
have participated in an academic event with scholars from so many countries and in so many different
languages. | am very grateful to the International Dostoevsky Society and the organizing committee
of the Symposium! | felt respected, listened to and dialogued as equals in the symposium. | learned to
read and interpret Dostoevsky from different perspectives and viewpoints, dialogued with leading
scholars who | had previously only seen on the covers of monographs and papers, and noticed that in


https://vk.com/domdostoevskogomoskva

the Dostoevsky research community there are people of different ages and nationalities, and saw that
the people, though different, are united by a common love - the love to Dostoevsky! -- all of these will
be rare experiences for me and give me strength.

Dostoevsky is still alive, and his thoughts are not only a source for us to write essays and complete
our own jobs, but he has changed us through his creations, making us more open-minded, deeply
insightful, and learning to love one another.

Zhou Qichao (China)

Thirty-four years have passed since | first attended the Symposium of IDS in 1989. During these 34
years, the world has changed, but the passion for Dostoevsky's life and work has always been the
uniting factor for us. | would like to thank the organizing committee of this symposium and colleagues
at Nagoya University of Foreign Studies! After four years of difficult preparations, we had an
unforgettable time of academic exchange in Japan this summer! We were impressed by the meticulous
and thoughtful organization of the colleagues of the organizing committee. | wish the next
Dostoevsky Symposium a great success!

Kate Holland (Canada)

In the attached letter I have given detailed feedback regarding all aspects of the conference. As | hope
is clear, | think it was an absolutely fantastic conference, organized perfectly, which created a
professionally and intellectually satisfying event for all. | think I will remember it for my whole life!
I hope the funding agencies are happy that their money was well spent!

I am writing to provide detailed feedback on the XVIII Symposium of the International Dostoevsky
Society, held in Nagoya, Japan, from 24%" to the 27" August, 2023.

After a number of postponements due to the COVID pandemic and the international situation, the
Symposium was, in my view, a remarkable success and an extraordinary achievement on the part
of the organizing committee. It was intellectually and diplomatically productive, as well as
extremely enjoyable and inspirational for all the participants, or at least everyone I spoke to about
it. It was delightful to meet the organizers and hear about their work and I hope that | can cooperate
further with colleagues in Japan in the years to come. Below, | will divide my feedback into different
sections so that those responsible can get a sense of how well the Symposium worked at every level.

(Communication and Information prior to the Conference)

Given the difficulties that the organizers faced with the pandemic and travel restrictions, as well as the
uncertain international situation in the face of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, | believe that
communication and information given prior to the conference was as effective, transparent, and
streamlined as it could have been. There was a lot of time between when I first submitted my proposal,
and when the conference took place (I got my acceptance in September 2021 and the first information
on the 2023 conference was at the end of December 2022), but given the circumstances that the
organizers were dealing with, this seems very reasonable. More comprehensive information followed,
including the accommaodation details, in March and April 2023, and the organizers were helpful and



communicative with questions that we had. The hotel information was clear and the information about
payment was easy to follow. All in all, | can say that the communication and information prior to the
conference was excellent and that the team were very responsive to our needs.

(Organization of Accommodation and Travel)

In March and April 2023 we received detailed information about hotel and travel options. The two
hotel options were clearly explained and very well-thought out to be as convenient as possible for
everyone. The hotel | stayed at, the Cypress Hotel-Ekimae, was very comfortable with an excellent
breakfast buffet. | shared a twin room with a colleague, which was a good option for me. | did not use
the travel services and advice offered by Mr. Fukui but | believe that he was very helpful for other
colleagues. | was able to organize my own travel to Nagoya via Tokyo with no problems.

(Venue, Welcome, Technology, and Hospitality during the Conference)

The conference venue was easy to find and conveniently located from the hotels. The large number of
staff and volunteers made it very easy to find our way through the Noritake garden and the Bizrium
Center. We were warmly welcomed by the organizers on arrival and all the rooms at the venue were
clearly marked and could be easily located. The food and drinks at the opening reception and for the
breaks, and the bento boxes for lunches were all well-organized and delicious. It was very convenient
to have the boxes that could be brought to the lunchtime meetings. The technology provided for the
conference presentations was excellent, and this meant that the talks could proceed smoothly with no
interruptions. The staff helping out with the technology were professional, polite, and helpful.

(Conference Program)

I thought that the conference program was extremely well thought out. The thematic streams were
excellent. It was so intellectually satisfying to have so many papers on one novel: Demons. The panels
worked really well together and the papers had been well-chosen for each panel. The two working
languages of the conference, English and Russian, worked seamlessly together. I liked the fact that
there were two roundtables and two plenary sessions, and a book presentation session, and that there
were a mix of presentations in English and in Russian. | really appreciated the international mix of
scholars, and it was extremely intellectually and professional productive for me personally and for
everyone there, | believe. | found the standard of the papers uniformly high, higher than | remember
at past IDS conferences. The timing was excellent, and the days were full but not overburdened with
events. The themes were well-chosen and papers mostly fitted with the themes. The chairing of the
panels was very effective and the chairs were chosen wisely. In general, the conference planning
created an atmosphere that was convivial, collegial, and perfect for intellectual exchange. | could not
imagine a more well-organized and well-conceived academic event.

(Banquet)

The banquet at the Marriott was held in a very beautiful space and was easy to find based on the
instructions given by the organizers. The buffet style was convenient and the food was excellent.
Because of easy circulation in the room, | was able to speak to and interact with many colleagues and
was not restricted to being at one table. All in all it was a great concluding event of the conference.



(Trip to Kyoto)

The trip to Kyoto was a wonderful idea and was organized extremely well. The buses were comfortable
and conveniently picked us up right from our hotels. The three places we visited were spectacular and
the lunch venue was amazing. It was great to be able to sample some local Kyoto cuisine in such an
unbelievably beautiful setting. The schedule was full but not so full that we could not take in the sites
that we saw and it was thoughtful to include a stop for bathrooms and refreshments. The commentary
on the bus was helpful and there were enough guides to make sure that you could always find someone
to ask a question or get help. All in all, it was an unforgettable day, and | would like to thank and
congratulate the organizers for giving us such a wonderful time.

(Conclusions)

I had an unforgettable time at the Nagoya IDS conference. It was perfectly organized, and extremely
professionally and intellectually productive. It made me feel very excited about future cooperation
with our Japanese colleagues, as well as about my own scholarship and teaching. I feel very energized
in my intellectual and professional life as a direct result of this conference and am excited both about
the next IDS conference and about further cooperation with colleagues. | hope to be able to bring some
colleagues from Japan over to Canada as a result of the scholarly interactions we had in Nagoya and |
hope to be able to return to Japan for further professional and academic projects.

Best wishes,

Kate Holland

Maria Candida Ghidini (ltaly)

Dear Proff. Kameyama and Mochizuki,

I am writing to thank you and your collaborators for the impeccable organisation of the Dostoevsky
conference.

And | am not just talking about the practical and logistical part, which you did so skilfully and with so
much dedication, but above all about the scientific part. You articulated the programme in a balanced
manner, alternating collegial moments and discussions in smaller sessions, organised in a homogenous
and logical manner, so as to stimulate dialogue and fruitful discussion among the participants.

The final round table with the writers was for me of great interest.

At such a difficult time for Slavic studies, when the fractures are getting wider and wider, you managed
to create a valuable opportunity to meet with Russian colleagues as well, and this is invaluable. Grazie
di cuore!

Looking forward to meeting you again.

Natalia Arsentieva (Russia)

YBaxaembie opranuzatopsl XVIII cumnosuyma MexayHapoaHoro oomectBa Jl0CTOGBCKOTO B
Haroe!

Cepneuno Giaromapro Bac 3a TEIIbINA NMPUEM, GUHAHCOBYIO MOIICPKKY U OTIUYHYIO OPTaHU3aINI0
CUMITO3uyMa. BBUIO HEOOBIUAlHO MpPUSATHO CTaTh YacThIO TAKOrO MAacIITaOHOTO M 3HAYUMOTO
Hay4YHOI'O MEPOIIPHUATHSL.

51 UCKpeHHEe CYMTAI0, YTO CHMIIO3UYM IPOIIEN Ha BHICOKOM YPOBHE M HE MMEIO K €r0 OpraHu3aliu

HUKaKUX 3aMedyaHuii. Bc€ Obu1o mpogyMaHoO 10 Mejodel: OT HayyHOH NpOorpaMMbl 4O COLMAIbHBIX



MeponpuaTiid. [losToMy y MeHs HEeT MoXeNnaHHuH, KOTOPble MOTIIH OBl MOCITYKUTh MATEPHAIOM JUTs
JaTbHEHIIEr0 Pa3BUTHS WM (puHaHcHpoBaHus. CUMTA0, YTO BAll OMBIT M MpodeccHOoHANn3M B
OpraHM3alNH TAKOTO POJa MEPONIPHUATHH YKe SBIAIOTCS 3aJI0TOM HX yCIexa.

C HeTepneHHEM Iy BO3MOKHOCTH y4acTus B CIELyIOLIEM cuMiosuyMe B bysnoc-Alipece B 2026
TO/ly ¥ Ha/ICFOCh Ha MTPOJIOJDKEHHUE HAIIETO YCIENIHOTO COTPYAHNYECTRA.

JKenato BaM KpemKoro 3710pOBbsI, BCEX OJIar ¥ JaJbHEHIINX YCIEXOB B HAYYHOH JESITEIbHOCTH!

Zhang Biange (China)

3npaBcTByiiTe yBakaemble mpodeccopa Ukyo Kamasima u Tayo Motumsyku!

OrpomHoe cmacubo 3a Bame ycepmHyro U 3aMedaTelNbHYIO OpPraHM3AIOHHYIO pPadoOTy Ha
cumnosunyM MexayHapoaHoro obmectsa Jloctoesckoro B Haroe.

CuMno3uyM IpoIIeN yCHEmHO Oiarogapsi yCHIMio Bamero KoyiekTuBa. DTO BBIpaXKaeTCsl B TPEX
acrekTax. Bo-nepBbIX, 3TO THIaTeNbHAs MOATOTOBUTENbHAs paboTa OO OTKPBITHS CHMIIO3UYMa, B
TOM YHCIIE W yCIyra 3a BH3y M OpPOHHMpOBaHHWE TOCTHHHUIEBL. biaromaps 3a00TIHBBEIM XJIOOTaM
rocnoauHa @yxau M. Mbl 61aronoay4Ho nposenu Bpems B Haroe. Bo-BTOpEIX, 3TO opraHu3anuoHHas
pabora, BBINONHEHHBIE SIOHCKIMH KOJUIETaMH B XOA€ KOH(EpeHIuH. B-TpeTpnx, 3T0
BOOJIyILIEBJIEHHAs BCTpeya C IMTOHCKUMU IUcaTeasIMuU. VX yriyOneHHble uTeHus JJocTOeBCKOro IpsmMo
JAafoT UMITYJIBC HccienoBatensiM. Konedno, Bce 00eIbI M y)KUHBI OYeHb BKYCHEIE.

Xo4y MOJIb30BAThCS CllyyaeM Bac cripocuTh, MOXKHO JM IOTYYUTh TEKCTHI BBICTYIUICHUS SIOHCKHX
nucareneii? Jlymaio, 94To 3TH MaTepHajbl CHOCOOCTBYIOT BEI3BAaTh HMOABEM MHTEpPECA y CTYICHTOB K
TBOPUYECTBY BEJIMKOT'O MUCATENS.

OnmauM cIoBOM, OYCHB IIpH3HATENBHA 32 Bamre ycepaue B co3manun OnaromnonydHoi atMocdepe Ha

CUMIIO3UYME. Bceero Hannquero!

Russell Scott Valentino (USA)

My comments on the conference organization are all positive. | thought you did a wonderful job of
providing clear and timely information throughout the process, and creating a safe, professional
atmosphere that made it possible for all the participants to carry on conversations at a very high level.
Your directions with pictures to the hotel were very helpful—I walked there from the train station
without any problem whatsoever. The bento boxes were all very good, and the system for registration
was smooth, efficient, and kind. The banquet was excellent, and the additional entertainment from
President Kameyama was an added treat. While I’ve been to Japan many times and have enough
Japanese language to move around on my own without difficulty, | still found everything very well
done.

The Dostoevsky tote bag is an especially adorable keepsake of the professional gathering you all
managed to make happen.
Thank you for all your work.

Ludmil Dimitrov (Bulgaria)
VYBaxkaemple Koyulern!Xody BBIPAa3UTh CBOIO CEpPACUHYI0 OJIaroJapHOCTh M BOCXHUINCHHE
opranuzaropam X VIII xoHrpecca MexayHapoiHoro odrmiectsa JocToeBCKOro, BceMy KOJUIEKTUBY U

MPEKpacHOMY HPOBe/IcHUIO Gopyma.



BrepBble s CTOJNIKHYJICS C HEBEPOATHOW SMOHHMEN — CTpaHO#, KOTOpas O4apoBajla MEHS CBOUM
MOPSIJIKOM, YHCTOTOM, KpacoTo! U, MPEXJe BCETO, CBOUMH JIIOJbMU — UX TOYHOCTBIO, TEPIICHUEM U

COBCPHICHCTBOM.

YeTplpe AHS KOH(EPEHIMH MPOILIM HA YPE3BBHIYAIHO BHICOKOM HAyYHOM YPOBHE. YHHBEPCHUTET
Harou — HacTosimuii LEeHTp YYeHBIX, YTO JOKa3aja M BCTpeya C TpeMs BBIAAIOIIUMH AMOHCKUMHU
nucatelsiMA. MeHsT OSCKOHEYHO BIIEUATIIET MOE IIepBOC MpPeOBIBAHWE B KOMIIQHWH BBICOKHX
WHTEJJIEKTYalOB, O4YeHb IOATOTOBJICHHBIX, KOMIIETEHTHBIX M HACTPOCHHBIX Ha WCTHHY U

CIIpaBCAJINBOCTD.

He Mory o6oiiTi BHUMaHHEM OTPOMHYIO POJIb TIIABHOTO OpraHm3aropa, npogeccopa Ukyo Kamesmer,
KOTOpBIN emle B bocToHe Mpeyiokuil MpOBECTH Clenyroluil KoHrpecc B Haroe u, HecMoTps Ha
OrpOMHBIE TPYJHOCTH — IaHAEMUIO, BOMHY — ycnen! I[IpucyTcTBue ero TepnenuBbix U BEIMKOIEITHbIX
COTPYJHMKOB Tarke BreuaTiseT. [lyremectsue B KHoTo M MPUKOCHOBEHUE K ATUM YIUBHUTEIHHBIM

HUCTOPUYCCKUM MECTaM U PEIIMKBUAM TAKKC He3a0BIBaEMO.

@opyM s 3aIIOMHIO YANBUTEIHHBIM BETUKOIYIINEM BCEX SITOHCKUX KOJUIET M BaIeil 3a00Toil 0 Hac u
COTMPOBOXK/IABIIMX HAC YJIEHAX HALINX ceMeit!

YBepflIO Bac, SInoHus ns MeHs IMO-HACTOAMIEMY HadYaJI1aChb IMOCJIIC MOCTO BO3BpALICHUA: YK€ BTOPYIO

HEACJIIO A YUTAI0 AMMOHCKHUE POMaHbl, CMOTPIO AITOHCKHE q)HHI)MLI W TOTOBIJIIO IO AITOHCKUM pELICIITaM.

[pemnarato cnenath poTocaiiT, KyJa Mbl Bce OyJeM BBHIKIAABIBATh W30paHHBIE CHUMKU CO CBOHX
teneponoB. [loxamyiicra, mpumuuTe HaMm o0y QoTorpaduio, KOTOPYIO MBI CHENANd Mepen

pectopanom B Kuoto.
C yBaxeHueM, 01arogapHOCTBIO U OKHJIAaHUEM CKOPOH BCTpeuH,

[Ipodeccop, gokrop Jlroamun AumutpoB, Coduiickuii yauBepcutet «CB. Knmnment OXpuackuii»,

bonrapus

Monica Puglia (USA)

I am writing this mail to thank you for the perfect organization and kind hospitality. The symposium
was packed with interesting talks and panels and time for free conversation and socializing. In
particular, 1 would like to thank you all for the gluten-free meals you provided, which made my stay
in Nagoya so much easier.

Pavel Fokin (Russia)
Ha moii B3rmsin, Bech CUMIIO3UYM OT MEPBBIX AHOHCOB JI0 3aKJIIOYUTEIBHOTO dTana ObLT OpraHu30BaH
¢ OOJNBIIMM TIIAHUEM M YUETOM BCEX, aKe CaMbIX YAaCTHBIX BOIIPOCOB, TaK YTO HU B OJTHOM MOMEHTE
Y YYACTHUKOB HE BO3HUKIJIO HU OJTHOHN MTpoOsieMbl. Mo olieHKa paboThl OPrKOMHUTETA U BCEH KOMaH IbI
opranuzaropo — MJIEAJIBHO! [lymaro, s He omuHok. C 0OarogapHOCThIO BCIIOMHHAIO JIHH,
npoBenéunbie B Haros.

CepieyHO KeJaro BceM OJIaronoaydns, CHII ¥ 3JI0pOBbs!



Katya Jordan (USA)

I appreciate the care with which our Japanese colleagues have prepared the XVIII IDS Symposium.
Nothing was too little for their attention. From informative emails leading up to the event to the Kyoto
excursion on the final day—everything was meticulously organized and thought through. I cannot
imagine the countless hours that went into the preparation for this event and the energy and attention
that was necessary to conduct it. | am very grateful to the organizers for creating such a wonderful
opportunity to meet colleagues from all over the world and to discuss intellectual matters in such a
hospitable environment. As I've discussed with some of the participants at the Symposium, there is no
way to show enough appreciation for all the work that was done on our behalf by Prof. Kameyama,
Prof. Mochizuki, and all the other colleagues and staff. Thank you.

Denis A. Zhernokleyev (USA)

Dear Prof. Ikuo Kameyama and All the Conference Organizers,

I am writing to express my deepest gratitude for the outstanding Nagoya Symposium. This was a
superbly organized event. The space where the symposium took place was ideally suited for the
conference activities. It had plenty of wide areas for participants to mingle and converse. There is
absolutely nothing we lacked be it directions, conference materials, food, or lodging. Technology
worked flawlessly, which is almost never the case at events like this. The highlight of the event was
the two grand banquets, one at the start and the other at the closing of the symposium. They showcased
the exquisite hospitality and tastefulness of the Japanese people. Above all, | am grateful for the
opportunity to meet so many wonderful Japanese scholars of Dostoevsky. | have been reading
Japanese scholarship on Dostoevsky for some time and have always been impressed by the depth and
subtlety with which they read Dostoevsky. This symposium in Nagoya allowed me to put these distant
observations into a more intimate context. For this | am deeply grateful to the symposium organizers
and to all the financial entities that helped to make it possible. The symposium was an absolute
success!

Igor Volgin (Russia)

Hoporoii podeccop Kamasima, noporoii enpodeccop Motuazyku!

INonk3ysce ciydaem, Xody cepledHo moOiarofaputh Bac 3a OnecTsilyl0 OpraHM3aldio HaIlero
CHMITO3MyMa. BBI IIPHITOKIIH MHOTO YCHIIHH, YTOOBI B CTOJIb HEIPOCTOE BPEMsI 3Ta MEKIyHAPOAHAS
BCTpeua ObLIAa TApPMOHUYHON M IIPUHECTIA CEephE3HBIC HAYYHBIC PE3yIbTATHI.

Uro xacaeTcs 3aMeUaHui, s OBl MIPEIUTOKII B OYAYIIEM IPEABIBIATE OoJice CTpOTrHe TPeOOBaHUS K
TeKCTy JOKJIaZoB. K coxaleHHIO, HEKOTOpble M3 HHUX OKa3aJMCh Ha AacCHUPAHTCKOM M Jaxe
cTymeH4eckoM ypoBHe. Kpome Toro, xopomo Obl B bBysnoc-Afipece BO3pOIOHTH >KaHp OOIINX
MJICHAPHBIX 3acellaHuid, THe OBl omIamamiuch W O0CYy)XJaiuch Hawboliee WHTEPECHBIE U
coJepikaTenbHbIe paboThl. JKemaro BaMm, JOpOTHE KOJUIETH, TBOPYECKUX CHJI, OJNAromorydus U

3710pOBbs!
Katherine Bowers (Canada)

The XVIII International Dostoevsky Symposium held in Nagoya, Japan from Aug 24-28 2023 was a
wonderful event. The organizing committee did a fantastic job hosting, with every detail thought out.
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The conference facilities were beautiful and well-suited to the event. The catering was the best | have
ever had at a conference. The communication sent to attendees was clear and thoughtful, and enabled
us to easily navigate both Nagoya and Japan, so small feat, considering how few of us speak Japanese!
The most impressive aspect of the conference was the rigorous caliber of the papers and talks. The
focus on Dostoevsky’s 1872 novel Demons made for an invigorating base for lively discussion.
Bringing together scholars from so many countries together for shared debate about one author and
one novel created a wonderful atmosphere. | hope that the connections made at this Symposium will
last for years to come and generate future research collaborations. Finally, a word about the Kyoto day
trip. This was a perfect end to the conference. It was meticulously organized and showcased the beauty
of Kyoto’s temples and cuisine while also enabling more informal discussion. All in all, the XVIII
International Dostoevsky Symposium ranks as the best Dostoevsky conference | have ever attended,
both in terms of organization and in terms of academic rigor. A massive thank you to the Japanese
organizing committee and hosts.

Marcin Borowski (Poland)

A xouy Bac moGaroaputh 3a 3aMevareabHy0 KOH(pEepEeHIINIO.

Cnacu6o 3a omnuHyo opranusaiumio. Crnaci6o 3a Baiy orpoMHOI0 pa0oTy, YCHIIbE U BCE MOMBITKY,
4To0Bl BCE MONY4YHJIOCHh Osaromony4dHo. Bce, uro mnpoucxoamno Ha CuMIO3HMyMe 5 CUHMTAIO
BEJIMKOJIEIHBIM: MpOrpaMMa OblIa OYeHb XOPOIIO MOATOTOBJICHA — MbI B CEKIMSIX BBEIM OYCHb
HMHTEPECHBIE UCKYCCHH, KOTOpbIe OYayT mpoaoinkaTcs mocie koHdpepeniun. Crnacn6o Bam 3a Bce
HAy4HBIC Pa3rOBOPBI U 3a JApy}keckyio atMmocdepy. Tawke Bce «BOKpyr» KoH(pepeHuuu ObLIO
3aMeyaTellbHbIM 1 0Y€Hb HHTEPECHBIM: OaHKET, IKCKYPCHS, BCTPEYa C MHCATEISIMH.

Tozapasisito Bac B TakUM BEJIMKUM ycrexom!

Chen Tianxiang (China)

I am honored to participate in the XVIII symposium of IDS in NUFS, Nagoya, August 24-28, 2023.
Before the symposium, | received a lot of e-mails from the IDS Nagoya office, and you seriously
solved my problems. | felt warm. During the symposium, the members of the committee were very
enthusiastic. Teachers and classmates were extremely courteous in giving guidance. | deeply feel your
great efforts and contributions for the symposium. | also enjoyed the trip to Kyoto.

Paul Fung (Hong Kong, China)

Thank you for organizing such a wonderful event. The logistic was great. The food was great. The
papers were great. | would like to also thank all the event assistants. They are very professional and
helpful.

Danijela Lugaric Vukas (Croatia)

Thank you for everything: it was a wonderful experience on all possible levels - scientific, but also
personal. | completely failed in love with Japan, and will make sure to come visit you again. | wanted
to express my gratitude also to students who made sure that we are never without coffee and snacks -
it was very healing to see that, in this circumstances, there is a future of our profession.

Thank you once more, and hope to see you, if not before, than in Buenos Aires,
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Alexandra Toichkina (Russia)

Jobpsrit neHs, komaeru! Xody OT IyIIM MOOJIArofapuTh 3a TEIUIBIN U paayIlHbI npueM B SAmnonuu!
18-it Cummozmym MOJ] Opur 3aMedaTeNbHO OpraHW30BaH. XO4Yy BBIPA3UTh CEPACUHYIO
67aroJapHOCTh BCEM OPraHU3aTOPaM U UX IIOMOIIHUKAM, B IICPBYIO OUYEpeIb HALTUM PYKOBOJUTEIISIM
- Ukyo Kamasma u Tarryo Motunzyku! S Oblia o4eHb TPOHYTa BHUMAHUEM H 3a00TOM, B YaCTHOCTH,
nomomieto acnupantoB - Ilunro umuny m Caros Hararta. bpuio MHOro Xopommx AOKIaoB,
HHTEPECHBIX O00CYKACHHI, MOJNE3HBIX auckyccuit! Cmacmbo 3a MyIIeBHOE TEIUIO0 M YTOIICHWUS,
HaCBILEHHYIO IPOrpaMMy, 3aMedaTenbHylo 3KcKypcuio B Kuoto!

C uckpenne#t 61arofapHOCTBHIO

Viktorovich Marchenko (Russia)

ATMocdepa cepbe3HOit paboTsI Hapriia Ha CHMITO3nyMe MEKAyHApOIHOTOo o0mecTBa J[ocToeBCKOro
B Haroe. Baxnoro, HacymHoro pmema, KOTOpoe 3/iech M cefdac, IapaJuleIbHO B HECKOJIBKHX
YHUBEPCHTETCKHX ayIUTOPHAX TBOPHUTCS: MOIBITKA 3aNHTEPECOBAHHOTO, COBPEMEHHOTO IIOCTHKEHHS
UAEeHHO-XyIOKECTBEHHOIO HACleAUss OJHOTO U3 BeNIMYAlIINX B MUpPE MUcaTeneil, kpymnHeHiero
MIPEACTABUTEIS PYCCKOH KyNbTypsl. OTpamgHOo ObIIO HAOMIOAATh, KaK ONECTAIINe 3HATOKH TBOPYECTBA
JlOCTOEBCKOT0O M3 pa3HbIX CTPAaH CTAPAIOTCS MPOSICHUTH JETalu TBOpUYECKOH Ouorpaduu nucarens,
CBOEOOpa3ne ero Xym0KEeCTBEHHOTO METO/a, HICHHBIE UCKaHHsI, OCOOCHHOCTH MO3THKU. OTAETBHO
HYXHO OTMETUTH CEPHIO BBICTYIUIGHHH, aBTOPbI KOTOPBIX CTPEMMJINCH MOKa3aTh 3HAYMMOE
MPUCYTCTBHE Hiel 1 00pa3oB [loCTOEBCKOTO B TBOPUECTBE MO3AHCHINNX IHCATENeH, MBICIUTENEH,
XY/IOXXHUKOB, KHHEMaTorpaQucrtoB. 3a BCEMH OTHUMH  HCCJIEIOBATENbCKUMH  YCHIMSIMHU
MIPOCMATPUBANIOCh HACTOSATENBHOE JKENIAaHHE y3HATh HE TOJNBKO HEYTO HOBOE, NMPEKAE HEMOHSTOe B

HOCTOCBCKOM, HO ¥ IPO3PETH B 3€PKAJIC €T0 TBOPUECCTBA HEYTO BAXKHOC U O cebe caMuX.
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